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Have you ever wondered what happened to the 56 men who signed the Declaration of 
Independence? 
Five signers were captured by the British as traitors, and tortured before they died. 
Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned. 
Two lost their sons serving in the Revolutionary Army; another had two sons captured. 
 Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds or hardships of the Revolutionary War. 
They signed and they pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor. 
 What kind of men were they? 
Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. 
Eleven were merchants, 
Nine were farmers and large plantation owners; men of means, well educated, but they signed 
the Declaration of Independence knowing full well that the penalty would be death if  they 
were captured.  
Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas by 
the British Navy. He sold his home and properties to pay his debts, and died in rags. 
Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move his family almost 
constantly. 
He served in the Congress without pay, and his family was kept in hiding. His possessions 
were taken from him, and poverty was his reward. 
Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of Dillery, Hall,Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, 
Ruttledge, and Middleton. 
At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson, Jr., noted that the British General Cornwallis had 
taken over the Nelson home for his headquarters. He quietly urged General George 
Washington to open fire. The home was destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt. 
Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed. The enemy jailed his wife, and she died 
within a few months. 
John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she was dying.Their13 children fled for their 
lives. His fields and his gristmill were laid to waste. For more than a year he lived in forests 
and caves, returning home to find his wife dead and his children vanished. Some of us take 
these liberties so much for granted, but we shouldn't. 
 
So, take a few minutes while enjoying your 4th of July holiday and silently thank these 
patriots. It's not much to ask for the price they paid. 
 
Remember: Freedom is never free.    



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special Dates for July 2005 
 
 
 
 2rd.   Rene'& Martin Ortega Annv. 
          Peggy’s daughter and son in law        

 
 
4th.   Fourth of July 
 
 
11th.  Melissa Rosquist- 
      Tim Rosquist’s Daughter 
 
 
19th.  Mike Prentice (60 and still above ground, as of today) 
 
 
 
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Prentice Reunion 2005    What a good time had by all  !!!  
Everybody returned home in one piece. Some a bit for wear……”TIRED” 
I think I can sleep for two days to recover and I did drink that much and 
play cards. 
Time is running short to get everything on this Mailer about the reunion, so 
I will send out more information later or wait until the next mailer. 
We will have a site for you to down load and enjoy pictures of the reunion. 
 

 
The “Waffle House Stud Muffin” and his “Toothless Big Bosom Girls” 



 

Sunrise at our cabin………. 
 

 
Wasn’t this guy “Satch” on our gang ? 
 He just came from the Esther’s Doctors Office!!!!! 
He is so lucky that he didn’t wake up wearing a dress… 
 
 
 



 
The Red Planet 
 
The Red Planet is about to be spectacular! This month and next, Earth is 
catching up with Mars in an encounter that will culminate in the closest 
approach between the two planets in recorded history. The next time Mars 
 may come this close is in 2287. Due to the way Jupiter's gravity tugs on Mars 
and perturbs its orbit, astronomers can only be certain that Mars  
has not come this close to Earth in the last 5,000 years, but it may be as long as 
60,000 years before it happens again. 
 
The encounter will culminate on August 27th when Mars comes to within 
34,649,589 miles of Earth and will be (next to the moon) the brightest object in 
the night sky. It will attain a magnitude of -2.9 and will appear 25.11 arc 
seconds wide. At a modest 75-power magnification Mars will look as large as 
the full moon to the naked eye. Mars will be easy to spot. At the beginning of 
August it will rise in the east at 10p.m. and reach its azimuth at about 3 a.m. By 
the end of August when the two planets are closest, Mars will rise at nightfall 
and reach its highest point in the sky at 12:30a.m. That's pretty convenient to 
see something that no human being has seen in recorded history. 
 So, mark your calendar at the beginning of August to see Mars grow 
progressively brighter and brighter throughout the month. 
 
Share this with your children and grandchildren. 
NO ONE ALIVE TODAY WILL EVER SEE THIS AGAIN! 
 
 
THINK ABOUT IT 
 
 A nurse walks into a bank, preparing to endorse a 
check. She reaches in her pocket and pulls out a 
rectal thermometer and tries to write with it. She  
looks up at the teller, pauses for a moment, then realizing her 
mistake, she says, "Well that's great.....just great.....Some 
asshole's got my pen." 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Reporters interviewing a 104 year-old woman:”And what do you 
think is the best thing about being 104?" the reporter asked. She 
simply replied, "No peer pressure."  
      ------------------------------------------------------------ 
Just before the funeral services, the undertaker came up to the 
very elderly widow and asked, "How old was your husband?" "98," 
she replied. "Two years older than me" "So you're 96," the 
undertaker commented. She responded, "Hardly worth going home 
is it?" 
      ------------------------------------------------------------  



I've sure gotten old. I've had 2 By-pass surgeries, a hip 
replacement, and new knees.  Fought prostate cancer, and 
diabetes.  I'm half blind, can't hear anything quieter than a jet 
engine, take 40 different medications that make me dizzy, windy, 
and subject to blackouts.  Have bouts with dementia.  Have poor 
circulation, hardly feel my hands and feet anymore.  Can't 
remember if I'm 85 or 92. Have lost all my friends.  But.....Thank 
God, I still have my Florida driver's license.(this one is not funny) 
      ---------------------------------------------------------- 
A 97-year-old man goes into his doctor's office and says, "Doc, I 
want my sex drive lowered." "Sir", replied the doctor, "You're 97. 
Don't you think your sex drive is all in your head?" "You're damned 
right it is!" replied the old man. "That's why I want it lower!" 
      ------------------------------------------------------------ 
An elderly woman from Brooklyn decided to prepare her will. She 
told her rabbi she had two final requests. First, she wanted to be 
cremated, and second, she wanted her ashes scattered over 
Walmart.   "Walmart!" The rabbi exclaimed, "Why Walmart?" 
"Then I'll be sure my daughters visit me twice a week." 

 

 
 
 
 
 
More on the reunion to come. 
 
 
 
Mike & Linda Prentice 
mike@prentice.net 
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